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Fas et Nefas ambulant
passu fere pari:
prodigus non redimit
vitrium avari:
virtus temperantia
guidam singulari
debet medium
ad utrumque vitium
cante contemplari.
The poems are everywhere and of every kind, and vary from
the hymns and the gravely passionate love lyrics of Abelard to
the hard and modern confession of the arch-poet. But the most
famous and comprehensive collection is that which has come
to be known as the MS. of Benedictbeuren. "When the abbey
of Benedictbeuren was dissolved it somehow drifted to the
Hof-Bibliothek at Munich, where it was discovered early in the
last century. The MS. is a collection of students' poems of the
twelfth century. They are of all kinds, love poems, drinking
songs, satires on the failures of the age, and the outpourings of
the poetic spirit passing through the "deep but dazzling dark-
ness " of the immediate apprehension of God in the mystical
vision. Its chief note is that of a youthful, carefree joy of
the spirit, poem after poem saluting the spring sun shining,
birds singing, girls dancing, leaves budding, and winter gone,
Time's shut up and Spring
Hath broken prison,
Into clearer skies
Hath the sun risen,
Purple flowers the heath.
Spring, put thy kingship on,
Reborn to gleaming beauty
From frozen earth.
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